
Equal employment opportunities have become a major part of our society as our country, the home of the free, has tried to realize that one person should not be judged by the color of their skin, ethnicity, or gender. These different people have as much right to any job as the person next to them. As long as conditions are met with the correct training and schooling. Unfortunately, stereotypes still exist and people are not able to obtain occupations because, for example, of the color of their skin. Looking into different professions, one can see that some occupations continue to have a “racist” background. 


Teaching is usually depicted as a woman’s job, but men have been in this profession for a long time. On the U.S. Census Bureau website, the numbers for secondary school teachers shows the majority of this profession is occupied by women. The total number of people occupied in this profession are 772,460 with 453,775 of those are women. White women are leading this profession as there are 388,290 working along side these other races. This compares to 22,310 female Hispanic teachers; 29,180 female Black teachers; and a mere 6800 Asian female teachers. It is strongly supported by the fact that out of 450, 000 women teachers; 390,000 are white women. 
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These numbers show that there is a growing interest in the career as a secondary teacher as many other races are beginning to step into this field. Yet, these numbers continue to be lead by the white female.
[image: image2.emf]Secondary School Teachers



41%

MEN



59%

WOMEN



Here is another graph that proves that women lead the secondary school teaching occupation as 59% are women and the remaining 41% are men.
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The data that was found does not leave out the male portion of this occupation; the numbers are just not as large. The total number of male secondary teachers in the country is as high as 318,685. Like the women, white males dominantly lead this career with 275,735 employed. The numbers drastically reduce as there are only 14,725 Hispanic males employed; 19,035 Black male teachers and 3825 Asian males employed throughout the country in this field. Men take part in this field, yet much less than that of the women.
Similarly, to both sexes, the total numbers show that in the United States, the majority of teachers are white. These numbers are quite dramatic as the number one looks from the white race to that of the Hispanic or Asian. 
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The information stated above shows how this career is stereotyped as a white woman’s occupation. Women are much more active in this field of study. It may be due to the “motherly nature” that a woman possesses or the fact that many men, simply, do not have the patients to deal with the children of society. The numbers are a strong representation of the fact that this career is strongly lead by the females who are mostly that of the white race. 

My Response:


I think that when someone thinks of a teacher, they instantly think of a woman. This is due to the fact that women have dominated this occupation for as long as anyone can remember. I do not see these numbers as a racial or ethnicity “attack,” I see it more as a choice. I think this field is dominated by women due to their loving nature. I am not saying that men cannot do as good of a job; I just see women as, usually, a more gentle, less intimidating figure. That is what the schools want. Ok, so that may be a little one sided for the genders, but I also believe that men choose not to be teachers. They desire to do something else while women want to work with children. The numbers put into words that our teachers are dominated by our women and there is nothing wrong with that.  

On the issue of the races, I was a little surprised with the numbers as I am not quite sure why the numbers are the way they are. I was surprised that minorities are not more involved in the occupation. I know that white people continue to be the majority of the United States, yet the minorities are growing like crazy. Therefore, I would think that there would be more ethnicity throughout secondary school teachers.

Even though the numbers throughout the races were a little surprising, for the most part I thought the numbers showed the accurate belief throughout our society. When people think of teachers, they think of the white female; only because that is the way it has been forever. I think that views should begin to change due to the change in minorities and genders as Hispanics and males begin to step up to those white females.  
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